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Al-Zaidi Opens His Term by Taking Aim at

“Socialist Economics”
Jasim Wadi

Iraq’s new prime minister enters the arena
of the country’s deeply layered political
struggle through one of its widest and most
difficult gates: the call for economic reform.
Calls for reform are not new to Iraqis. They

have heard them before, from one



government after another, especially during
the honeymoon period that follows the
formation of a cabinet. Yet what
distinguishes Al-Zaidi is his willingness to
challenge one of the central pillars upon
which the modern Iraqi state has rested for
decades<arguably since the middle of the
last century: the socialist character of state
institutions and the political culture built
around them. Even so, removing socialism
from the body of the state requires far
more than press statements or government

communiqueés.



It may be coincidence, or it may not, that
the man now occupying the country’s
highest executive office is a businessman.
That fact alone makes him an uncommon
prime minister. He understands the
economic dilemma not as theory, but
through experience. He has worked within
the mechanics of private enterprise and has
seen firsthand the barriers imposed by a
socialist legacy reinforced not only by
political systems, but by social and cultural
structures embedded since the founding of
the modern Iraqi state. He knows well that
clearing those barriers will not be simple. To

his credit, he has identified the problem at



its philosophical core. Unlike many of his
predecessors, he has not limited himself to
the familiar rhetoric of diversifying income

or reducing dependence on oil.

Instead, Al-Zaidi has spoken, with deliberate
ambiguity yet unmistakable intent, of “the
death of the old economy,” even as he
attempts to consolidate an incomplete
government. He has offered no operational
blueprint, no implementable program. Yet
the declaration itself amounts to the
opening of a political battle. The forces
arrayed against such an effort are not

limited to economic traditions or



bureaucratic institutions. They include the
very political environment that brought him
to power. That makes his language a
considerable gamble. It may define his
government, or expose its limits,
particularly under mounting pressure to
address urgent files: confronting Iran-
backed armed factions, containing
corruption, and delivering sustainable

development.

Al-Zaidi enters a minefield with broad
ambitions and no established political
history. In that sense, he recalls Donald

Trump, a man he reportedly prefers to



address by his first name, perhaps out of
recognition of a shared professional past in
business. But Al-Zaidi states his objectives
plainly. He signals a confrontation that
courage alone will not win. Resources are
scarce. Reliable domestic allies are few.
Infrastructure remains weak. Under such
conditions, reliance on strategic partners
and international backing becomes not
merely acceptable, but necessary if he
intends to dismantle what he has called the

“socialist mentality.”



More than anyone, Al-Zaidi understands the
scale of the structural burden before him.
Iraq’s exhausted banking system, the fragile
architecture of fiscal policy, the disorder of
laws governing the financial sphere, and the
corruption around which much of the
economy continues to revolve, these are
not marginal obstacles. They are central
barriers to genuine development. What he
does possess is Washington’s support and
an existing strategic partnership with the
United States. That relationship may now
find renewed purpose, under different
terms and with new leverage, particularly as

Iran’s regional position weakens under the



pressure of the conflict the United States

continues to wage there.



